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 A member of the St. Margaret of Castello Chapter posed two relevant questions relating 

to the “superiors” of the Chapter, including the prior and Council, including the formal roles of 

the prior or council toward the members, and what the “roles of obedience” are due to the 

“superiors.” 

 These are good questions and should be addressed. The discussion below is not an 

exhaustive review of the matter but should be helpful in future discussion. If the reader is so 

interested, a link to each outside document is provided for your review.  

Chapter leaders are not “superiors” in a conventual or monastic sense. The leaders in the 

Order of Preachers for lay people may be nominally called “superiors” but not in a formal sense. 

The postulants, novices, and professed members of the Chapter do not make a promise of 

obedience to any Chapter councilor or officer. While the Chapter officers and councilors are 

leaders, their first task is humble service to the Chapter members.  

Each Chapter elects officers, including the prior (prioress), subprior (subprioress), 

secretary, treasurer, LPC representative, and formation director.  See, Particular Directory, p. 11. 

(“PD”). The duty of each officer is provided for in the PD and the Chapter bylaws. See, PD, p. 

12, and Chapter bylaws, Art. IV, § 1.  The Council has provided by resolution, for the election of 

a councilor in charge of Hospitality, and a Chapter promoter that may be appointed by the prior 

(prioress).  

In sum, the formal roles of councilors and officers are first in service to the Chapter 

members and next are to fulfill the lawful duties as provided in the Rule, Particular Directory and 

by Chapter bylaws (“Statutes”).  These duties include but are not limited to, the administration, 

financial affairs, and direction of the Chapter in a manner that conforms with the Statutes. The 

local chapter council is governed by a prior (prioress) and the council, “who assume the full 

responsibility for direction and administration.” See, Rule, paragraph 21. The councilors and 

officers of the Chapter are limited to two consecutive terms in an office. PD, p. 17. [Note also, 

the term “prior” is an ancient title that recalls, “prior inter pares,” or “primus inter pares,” 

meaning “first among equals.”]. 

It is clear that when received into the Order, or otherwise professed into the Order, the 

candidates and professed do not make any promises of obedience, poverty, and chastity 

(“Evangelical Counsels”) to the superiors in the Order of Preachers.  The profession is 

nonbinding under sin and is a promise to live in accordance with the Rule of the Laity of St. 

Dominic (for an expressed period of time or in perpetuity).  See, Rule, paragraph 14.  
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 While obedience to the officers and councilors of the Chapter are not promised or 

professed, is there any factor or expectation of obedience from the Chapter members to the 

Chapter leadership? To a limited extent, yes. 

 For purposes of review here, this paper will consider some key principles that may be 

applied to this discussion. Obedience is a virtue and practically speaking, it is the conformance 

of the will of a person, and the act of compliance with the lawful command of a superior with 

proper authority. Authority is a form of jurisdiction possessed by a person to exercise powers and 

to exact compliance. Not any person may exercise authority, but it must be an official or officer 

who has the competence to act. Competence is possessed by an official or officer when duly 

qualified, with the sufficient lawful ability and authority to act. 

 Involving the Chapter, the officers must be duly qualified (i.e. be members, be elected, 

and make the affirmation of Faith), and are possessed of certain duties and responsibilities as 

described above.  In carrying out such duties of administration, within reason obedience to the 

leaders of the Chapter is expected, to the extent that it brings order, peace, and direction to the 

Chapter that conforms with Christian charity. The prior has the authority to veto any action of an 

apostolate of the Chapter.  See, PD, Art. IV, § 1(a)ii. Clearly the Chapter does not use lawful 

force to exact obedience, yet it uses other means to direct obedience and compliance with its 

basic precepts. After all, the efficacy of a standard, precept, or law is based on the measure of its 

penalty. In the case of the Chapter, the penalty can include an admonition or removal.  

 Chapter officers and councilors may be removed from office for failing to obey or for 

cause, including “but are not limited to, chronic unexcused absences, neglect of duty, actions 

against the common good of the chapter.”  PD, p. 17. The Chapter bylaws require the taking of 

the Affirmation of Faith (Chapter bylaws, (Appendix A)) as a qualification before the councilor 

or officer can assume office. Chapter bylaws, Art. IV, § 1. By way of example, any councilor or 

officer whose conduct or words fail to uphold the Faith as expressed in the Affirmation of Faith, 

that person is subject to removal. Plausibly, if an officer or councilor fails to fulfill his or her 

duty as contemplated by the Statutes or by direction of the Council or prior, on the rarest 

occasion, that could be seen as disobedience or neglect of duty, and subject to removal.  

 For professed members of the Chapter, removal is possible similarly, only after earnest 

efforts to aid the professed member to overcome causes for concern, etc., before removal action 

is taken. The causes for removal include are the same as removal of officers or councilors 

outlined above. PD, p. 18. The council must first remove such person by a 2/3s majority of the 

whole council, subject to appeal to the entire Chapter. 

Based on the foregoing, the reader can see there are certain standards in which the 

members of the Chapter and the Third Order are expected to obey. It is not the duty of obedience 

under a vow, but it is an obligation of obedience under the duty of the common good, peace and 

order in the Christian life and community of the Chapter. Obedience is a virtue closely realized 

and followed in the Order of Preachers at large. 
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